FJG is low skilled/little training – green jobs key
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What is the Green Job Guarantee? First, it is necessary to describe exactly how the Green Job Guarantee is intended to work, at least in a general sense. To do so, it may be most helpful to first understand the intent of a general Jobs Guarantee/ELR proposal. In general, a Federal Jobs Guarantee program could be defined as: “…a public option for jobs. It is a permanent, federally funded, and locally administered program that supplies voluntary employment opportunities on demand for all who are ready and willing to work at a living wage. While it is first and foremost a jobs program, it has the potential to be transformative by advancing the public purpose and improving working conditions, people’s everyday lives, and the economy as a whole (Tcherneva, 2018).” The general idea is that these types of jobs would generally be lower-skilled and require little training, which helps to both widen access to individuals of all skill levels and allow for people to be quickly put to work within the program. The main goal of the program is, of course, to solve the problem of less-than-full employment. Doing so would provide a boost to the economy by stimulating effective demand, and assisting in evening out the downturns of the business cycle. It is a counter-cyclical policy, very much in the Keynesian vein of thought. In addition to the practical economic goal of full employment, the policy has other expected benefits, including the establishment of a “labor standard” for the economy, inflation stabilization, a living income, and improved income distribution (Tcherneva, 2018). These benefits extend beyond the economic to improve social and general well-being among those employed by the policy and society at large. Whereas a general Job Guarantee addresses mainly the social and economic aspect of life, a Green Job Guarantee incorporates a third dimension – the ecological. In a very general sense, the Green Job Guarantee program is merely a Job Guarantee program that is specifically designed with the promotion of environmental sustainability in mind.
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