Replaces structure – basic income with little to no restrictions
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Universal basic income (UBI), or basic income guarantee, is a government program that aims to address economic inequality and provide economic security through monthly direct cash transfers to every member of a community with no means testing. It creates a basic income floor for everyone, regardless of income and employment status. UBI allows recipients to spend funds however they choose, unlike other benefit programs. UBI differs from other guaranteed income proposals in that every adult in the community receives a monthly payment, regardless of their income. Guaranteed income programs that target only specific populations are problematic as they require citizens to prove they are deserving of basic income support. The concept of UBI has existed since the 1800s when American economist Henry George argued for a “citizen’s dividend” in the form of a single land tax. Milton Friedman described it as a negative income tax. Martin Luther King, Jr. and the Black Panther Party for Self Defense also called for a guaranteed income in the 1960s. In the early 1970s, UBI was part of George McGovern’s presidential campaign and was seriously considered by President Richard Nixon. Many communities offer various forms of guaranteed income and UBI to fill gaps caused by unemployment or underemployment. These benefits are reviewed on a quarterly basis to ensure recipients are receiving the appropriate amount and are responsive to inflation and cost of living increases.UBI provides a sustainable path forward to transition families off SNAP benefits. Implementing UBI can be slow and would replace the current systems over the course of time. Many progressive proponents argue for a UBI+ approach, which would not immediately replace any existing security-enhancing government programs but instead supplement the existing welfare infrastructure.
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