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The studies that are used in review reports to project the impact of a UBI vary. Indeed, studies that analyze pilots, policies, and programs with quite different features have been used to arrive at conclusions about what could happen if everyone in a community or region received cash. For this report, all pilots, policies, and programs referenced in included reviews were classified according to the definitional features presented in the introduction of this report. Programs, policies, experiments, and pilots fit into five broad categories (Table 3). A full list of programs covered by the reviews in these categories is included in Appendix 1: ■ cash transfers, conditional and unconditional ■ social insurance ■ in-work benefits ■ dividend payments from resource sector or other revenues ■ cash from non-work sources, such as private remittances or lottery winnings The broad categorizations include different combinations of the core, definitional features of a UBI: universality, unconditionality, in-cash, to individuals, and at a level that meets basic needs (Figure 1). Some pilots, policies, and programs that are included in the reviews synthesized for this report track more closely to the definitional features than others. For this reason, we break down interpretations of universality and unconditionality that explain some of the variability in studies that are included in reviews. Universality is the idea that every person is covered under a given scheme. Universality, though, has multiple interpretations; it can refer to programs where every person is paid or programs where every person is guaranteed to be covered based on demographic characteristics such as age or the average income in the area where they live. In the case where there are criteria for initial eligibility, a defining feature of UBI is continuing eligibility despite changes to income or other characteristics. Conditionality refers to requirements that are imposed to receive benefits. Conditions can refer to service requirements (attending a health clinic or attending school) and to work requirements. Service conditionalities are often used as an exclusion criteria by reviews, however some programs that require recipients to hold or seek employment in the formal economy are commonly used to draw conclusions about the impact of cash. Examples include social assistance programs with work requirements and income-based tax credits. Programs that do not meet any of the meanings of the definitional features may be included when reforms are introduced that allow researchers to evaluate changes in outcomes, as has been the case with the welfare assistance program Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) in the United States. Only a handful of the interventions covered by this review are truly unconditional and universal. In an exhaustive review, Gentilini and colleagues21 identify only a small number of schemes that reach everyone within a geographic region without meansbased or demographic targeting, and regardless of work history. These included national schemes in Mongolia and Iran, dividend transfers in Alaska and the Eastern Band of the Cherokee Nation, a one-off transfer to all citizens in Kuwait, and pilots financed by private contributions and the non-governmental organizations in Kenya and Namibia, and by the national government in India. Several of these programs are either short-term, or not set to a level that would meet basic needs.
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