Ubi is not UBS – unconditional, generous, yes robin hood tax, not a supplement (no negative income tax)
Ubs = universal basic services
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Core to most definitions of UBI is the payment of an unconditional, regular income by the state to every resident in a country (Standing, 2004; Van Parijs and Vanderborght, 2017). Unconditionality means that payments do not depend on levels of other income sources or wealth, willingness to work, or domestic living arrangements. Therefore, UBI is not a supplementary form of income support, minimum income guarantee, or a negative income tax, all of which would be withdrawn as soon as an individual receives income from other sources. The definition of UBI does not specify a set level of income, but supporters commonly argue that a UBI should be sufficiently generous to reduce poverty and increase people's ‘real freedoms’ (Raventos, ´ 2007; Van Parijs and Vanderborght, 2017: 10–11). Some proposals consider a ‘partial’ UBI at a lower level of income (Van Parijs and Vanderborght, 2017: 165–9), and I will argue below that a partial UBI could complement UBS. Most proposals emphasise that UBI would need to be financed by replacing existing income support schemes and through progressive taxes. In this paper, I assume a progressive system of financing UBI which would result in a net redistribution from richer to poorer people. An analysis of the financial viability of UBI (and UBS) goes beyond the scope of the paper. Financial viability will critically depend on societies' willingness to redistribute and target resources towards UBI and UBS schemes which could become fundamental for establishing sustainable welfare systems.
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