One can increase from zero
Words and Phrases 7 (Cumulative Supplementary Pamphlet, 2007 vol. 20a, 07, 76) 
Increase: Salary change of from zero to $12,000 and $1,200 annually for mayor and councilmen respectively was an “increase” in salary and not merely the fixing of salary. King v. Herron, 243 S.E.2d36, 241 Ga. 5.
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