Increased Gas Tax Causes Extra Strain on American’s Budgets 
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The biggest downside of a high gas tax is that it would create one more cost for Americans, many of whom are still looking for work in a recovering economy. At the same time, wages are not growing fast enough to keep up with the cost of living; even some who are employed still struggle to make ends meet. A higher gas tax would strip away some of the relief Americans are experiencing as a result of the currently low prices. If prices go back up and a $1 gas tax is in place, Americans would end up paying even more: The $4-per-gallon prices we saw over the past few years would suddenly be $5.
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