Its feasible – broad public sector mobilization can achieve a rapid and just transition
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For the United States to get to net zero emissions in its power sector by the mid-2030s, the country needs to build out new clean energy at least ten times faster than in recent years.  Along with public investments in ecosystem restoration, green infrastructure, and conservation work, these measures would require an enormous amount of labor—and thus create millions of high-quality green jobs.  There’s simply no precedent for the private sector mobilizing that broadly and quickly.  With state support, green capitalists have developed cheap and effective clean energy technologies.  But while solar companies can gradually outcompete coal, they can’t legislate coal out of existence or transform the electricity grid and broader energy system.  
Under a radical Green New Deal, the public sector would direct investment and coordinate production, much as it did during World War II.  Can government bureaucracies handle such complex work?  They could seventy-five years ago working with legal pads and chalkboards.  In the 1940s, improvised public agencies, the army, and government subsidized businesses ramped up the production of killing machinery with unbelievable speed.  The public backed industry built the world’s largest factory in under a year near Ypsilanti, Michigan; it went on to produce a B-24 bomber every hour.  Overnight, car seat factories switched to parachute production and Cadillac assembly lines started churning out tanks.  We wish we had a different analogy for that scale of public action than World War II.  But the point remains:  we can build—and push—a public sector capable of stewarding a rapid and just transition.  Its often forgotten, moreover, that state capacity was built up in the decade prior by the New Deal.  Neoliberals have spent four decades chipping away at these administrative capacities, weakening regulations and many federal agencies to empower big business.  Rebuilding and reinvigorating public institutions is one of the most important tasks we face today.  
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