Green New Deal integrates decarbonization into a broader political program of reforms mobilizing effective coalitions for true change.
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How is this strategy likely to fare? We can acknowledge that it carries some political liabilities. First, it will provoke wider organized opposition than carbon-centric strategies because many of the proposed non-carbon policy components—such as an increased minimum wage, pro-union reforms, and progressive tax reform—threaten the interests of powerful corporations, financial institutions, and wealthy elites from sectors that are not particularly carbon dependent.12 Second, GNDs may be more vulnerable than carbon-centric policies to certain triedand-tested lines of conservative attack: contrived fiscal constraints, fears of ‘‘socialist’’ state planning, and racial dog whistles that aim to undermine support for welfare state expansions.12,110 All these attacks will be amplified by a disciplined conservative media machine109—a polarization strategy that has already caused a decline in GND support among Republican voters.13 However, because GNDs integrate decarbonization into a broader political program of socioeconomic reforms aimed at benefiting the vast majority, they have the potential to mobilize a broad-based coalition of worker- and community-aligned interest groups: a political asset that carbon-centric policies typically lack.1,4,136,137 One key example is service sector unions. Meeting human needs in a zero-carbon, ecologically resilient world entails decommodifying much economic activity, implying growth in labor-intensive and low-carbon sectors such as education, health and social care, and the arts.9 Currently, much work in these sectors involves low pay and poor conditions and is disproportionately done by women and people of color. GNDs provide a framework in which ongoing struggles to improve service sector pay and conditions can be bolstered by the imperative to decarbonize and dematerialize, giving service sector unions reasons to mobilize for climate action.4,145 To take another example, many GND proponents explicitly integrate racial and indigenous justice agendas into GND policy platforms and political organizing. Decades of work by environmental justice activists and scholars has linked pervasive, environmentally mediated health inequalities to wider patterns of racial and indigenous oppression, paving the way for distinctive racial and indigenous perspectives on, and agendas for, climate action.87,146,147 The broad scope, ambitious scale, and more systemic governing philosophy of the GND paradigm coheres with these perspectives and agendas much more closely than does the narrower, more technocratic carboncentric paradigm. It thus opens the space for multiracial climate mobilization in the US, without which ambitious climate policy seems unlikely to emerge.110 Whether the GND’s political advantages outweigh its liabilities enough to make GND legislation viable in the gridlocked US Congress remains to be seen. But it is clear that the GND paradigm has influenced the climate-policy strategy of the Biden administration and has inspired and catalyzed GND proposals at US state and municipal levels and within the framework of indigenous sovereignty.148 One example is the successful campaign for Boston mayor by Michelle Wu, who was elected in November 2021 on the back of a highly detailed GND platform.14
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