The Green New Deal is fundamental to mobilizing popular support for a sustained transition away from fossil fuels.
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A further feature of US politics works against the logic of bipartisan compromise that ultimately motivates the carbon-centric political strategy. The US’s majoritarian electoral system makes partisan control of government more volatile and gives the party in power more authority. This means that office-seeking political opponents have strong incentives to oppose government policies and weak incentives to reach compromise deals.62,138 The GND strategy There is good reason to think GNDs will enjoy greater popular support than ambitious carbon-centric policies in isolation. Numerous opinion survey studies find that carbon-centric policies are more popular among respondents when respondents perceive the policy’s costs to be borne by others, especially businesses and the relatively wealthy139,140; when benefits are framed in terms of co-benefits that are more proximate, nearterm, and tangible (compared with the benefit of climate change mitigation)141; and when policies are packaged with ancillary measures that offset costs or provide benefits that are valued more highly by respondents.123,131,142 This suggests that GNDs should be relatively popular, as they include and emphasize non-carbon measures that people value more highly and shift costs onto the wealthy. Opinion poll evidence from the US supports this prediction,13,143 as does a recent conjoint survey experiment.130 The authors of the latter study conclude that ‘‘climate policy bundles that include social and economic reforms such as affordable housing, a $15 minimum wage, or a job guarantee increase US public support for climate mitigation.’’130
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