Green New Deal is an example of a national climate policy that can succeed with a proper focus on equity and justice.
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In our view, a national climate policy that centers equity and justice includes several pillars. First, there must be efforts to address historical, present, and future environmental and health burdens attributable to the energy system, from the point of extraction of resources through the siting of industrial facilities that use or generate energy. Second, national climate policy should prioritize the deployment of cleaner energy technologies (e.g., efficiency upgrades, solar panels, batteries, electric vehicles) to individuals, households, and communities that may not otherwise be able to access or afford them. Third, an equity- and justice-focused national climate policy should embrace a “just transition,” through investment in communities that have historically relied economically (e.g., jobs, tax revenue) on fossil fuels, or communities whose economic fortunes are otherwise inextricably linked to fossil fuels, such as the auto industry. Fourth, the uneven burdens of climate change itself must be addressed through investment in the resiliency of communities on the frontlines of its impacts, many of which are historically marginalized. And, finally, the United States must reform its political institutions and processes to facilitate more inclusive, community-driven decisionmaking. A key dimension of energy justice is that individuals and communities have more say in the decisions that affect them. This type of procedural justice is a core principle of environmental justice, and one that top-down, technocratic decisionmaking processes have not historically honored. The types of programs and investments required to achieve these pillars are not necessarily easy, elegant, or efficient, but that does not make them less desirable. This list is not intended to be exhaustive, but rather illustrative of what a national climate policy that takes equity and justice seriously looks like. The GND calls for such an approach.
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