Avoiding climate collapse must be our top priority – transforming our perspectives about the economy is fundamental to equitable climate action.
Aronoff, et.al., 2019 A Planet to Win:  Why We Need a Green New Deal  Kate Aronoff, Alyssa Battisoni, Daniel Aldana Cohen, and Thea Riofrancos 2019 google books
We start with our core priority:  avoiding climate collapse.  We don’t know exactly how sensitive the climate system is.  Planning for 2.5 degrees or 3 degrees Celsius of warming, as the faux Green New Deal’s gradualism does, accepts devastating impacts in Global South countries and risks an apocalyptic 4.5 degree Celsius.  So we’re shooting for 1.5 degree Celsius.  We’d rather miss an all-out 2030 power sector decarbonization plan by a few years than miss a slower, easier 2040 target, where failure would have graver consequences.  As bad as US weather is getting, in the near term African and Asian countries will bear the greatest brunt of 3 degree Celsius warming.  We’re not willing to let that happen just to make life easier for ExxonMobil and Wall Street.  And we’re more worried about the carbon budget than the fiscal deficit.  Our bottom line is the scientific consensus that the 2020’s will require, as a recent essay in Science puts it, “Herculean” efforts to transform the economy.   Herculean change isn’t the specialty of market nudges.  To decarbonize fast, we have to take democratic, public control of much of the economy to put equitable climate action first.  Remember:  Capitalists invest in projects to make money and consolidate their power, not to make the world a better place.  If the latter happens, it’s a happy side effect.  Even if some corporate executives worry about the world that awaits their grandchildren, they will never sacrifice profits to cut carbon emissions.  If they did, their shareholders would replace them
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