Warming increases the threat of global conflicts—it poses an enormous threat to American national security
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Climate change is a grave threat to our national security and global stability—and shifting to a clean energy economy will make our nation safer and stronger. A recent report from the Pentagon found that climate change is an “urgent and growing threat to our national security.” It is a “threat multiplier” that will aggravate “stressors abroad such as poverty, environmental degradation, political instability, and social tensions — conditions that can enable terrorist activity and other forms of violence. Another report from 16 retired fourstar generals and admirals warns extreme weather will put our men and women in uniform at increased risk and dubs climate change a “catalyst for conflict.” According to these experts, it is in America’s best national security interest to take action on climate change. The military and America’s veterans are already embracing clean energy. The Department of Defense —the single largest consumer of energy in the United States—recognizes that energy efficiency and clean energy are part of a strong defense strategy and has committed to deploying three gigawatts of renewable energy on military installations by 2025. Recognizing the opportunities in clean energy, Solar Ready Vets, trains returning service members to work in the solar industry, which already boasts a veteran and minority employment rate of 39 percent.
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