The goals of the Green New Deal are achievable – society has undertaken transformations before and succeeded.  Changing the consumption habits of just 10 percent of the population can make a massive difference.
Ann Pettifor 2020 The Case for the Green New Deal.  google books.
We Green New Dealers know we can achieve that in the ten years or so that the UN’s scientists believe are left to us.  One reason it is achievable is this important fact: just 10 percent of the global population are responsible for around 50 percent of total emissions.  Tackling the consumption and aviation habits of just 10 percent of the global population should help drive down 50 percent of total emissions in a very short time.  This understanding helps us grasp the rate and scope of what is possible if we genuinely believe climate breakdown threatens human civilisation.  Furthermore, we know we can do this because we have, in the past, undertaken huge transformations within less time than that suggested by the 2018 IPCC Report.  Our confidence should stem not only from knowledge of past transformations, but also from a new understanding of money and monetary systems.  I am determined to ensure that this knowledge is shared, in order to empower campaigners and environmentalists with economic evidence and arguments with which to confidently challenge purveyors of capitalist economic dogma, the climate deniers, defeatists and naysayers.  Those who consider it utopian to believe society can end a deeply entrenched system of racialized capitalism.  Those who are convinced that there is no money for transformation and that government spending is inflationary.  Those who feel capitalism’s hyper-globalization is working just fine.  That poverty, racial and gender inequality and injustice are not a result of globalized capitalism, but rather of human weakness.  That decent jobs for all is a pipe dream.  That humanity has survived previous periods of climate breakdown and will do so again.  That humanity is essentially evil and driven by greed and self-interest.  That there is no hope.  Not true.  There is hope; and it rests not on a utopian vision of humanity, but on our knowledge of human genius, empathy, ingenuity, collaboration, integrity and courage.  We know that it is possible to transform the globalized financial system because we have done it before—and in the relatively recent past.  That too will be a theme of this book.  To transform the current economic and financial system we must ignore defeatists on both the left and the right of the political spectrum, and arm ourselves with sound knowledge.  Such knowledge can empower millions of people, and be a motor for action.
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