Exponentially escalating environmental impact 
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Wetlands are transitional areas between water bodies and drained (or seemingly dry) land that typically exist where the water table is at, near, or just above the land’s surface.11 Wetlands can exist in a wide variety of geographic regions including coastal areas, as with salt marshes and mangroves, or inland areas like swamps, bogs, and freshwater marshes. Wetlands, commonly referred to as the kidneys of the landscape, are also often highlighted in ecosystem studies as the most valuable part of the system, providing among other things: flood and drought mitigation; carbon sequestration; habitats for rare and endangered species; soil development; and, of course, water quality improvement.12 These processes and functions have not only individual, but cumulative impacts on ecological, geological, and hydrological systems, and in turn on downstream water quality. Although certain wetlands may be geographically “isolated” or not connected to water bodies through surface water connections, wetlands are rarely hydrologically isolated due to their subsurface water connections.13, 14 This is especially important given that under the 2020 Rule only wetlands that are “adjacent” to navigable waters through surface water connections that exist during a “typical year” are protected. That is, the 2020 Rule and recent guidance documents from the Army Corps of Engineers, do not reflect an understanding of hydrological connectivity (see Figure 3).15
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