Federal policy has failed to reduce poverty for 50 years – Decentralized welfare is key to reform the system 
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Given the failure of more than 50 years of federal welfare policy to significantly reduce poverty or increase economic mobility, it should be apparent that the federal government does not know best. Nor have we demonstrated that we know enough about how to reduce poverty to impose a one‐​size‐​fits‐​all policy throughout the country. Five decades of failure should have taught us to be modest. Wherever possible, Congress should shift both the funding and operational authority for welfare and other anti‐​poverty programs to the states. The “laboratories of democracy,” as Justice Louis Brandeis described them, should be the primary focus of anti‐​poverty efforts, not an afterthought. That means more than simply giving states the authority to tinker with programs as they exist today. It means federal funding, even in block grant form, should not be accompanied by federal strings. Instead, states should be given control over broad categories of funding, with the ability to shift funds freely between programs at their discretion, but within a framework in which their efforts are rigorously evaluated and held accountable for achieving results. 
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