State-level single-payer is a key step in the socialist movement.
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The Sanders campaign was a cheat code. It took the socialist movement from irrelevance to national prominence in only five years. How to avoid a return to irrelevance is now the most pressing question confronting socialists in the United States. In the post-Bernie context, organizing to win state-based single-payer offers socialists the opportunity to continue their work of the last five years.
The socialist movement and the labor movement will rise or fall together. State-based single-payer provides common ground both socialists and labor can unite around to fight for a shared goal and, in turn, build a militant labor movement with the organizational capacity to take on bigger and broader  to advance the cause of the entire working class, such as winning Medicare for All or ending global vaccine apartheid.
If a single-payer bill passes in New York state, for example, it could inspire and escalate struggles in Massachusetts, Minnesota, or South Carolina. Through institutional support and knowledge sharing, unions and other pro-Medicare for All organizations in New York can cultivate relationships with their counterparts in other states. When political prospects improve on the national level, these unions and organizations can leverage their relationships with each other to coordinate strikes and other actions to win Medicare for All.
This is no easy task, but the only way out of the nightmare of privatized healthcare is through it.
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