5 reforms solve to make it an economic stabilizer. 
Justin Schweitzer, 4-5-2022, Policy Analyst at the Center for American Progress and a masters from John Hopkins in Applied Economics "TANF Must Be Able To Respond Faster and Stronger to Economic Crises," Center for American Progress, https://www.americanprogress.org/article/tanf-must-be-able-to-respond-faster-and-stronger-to-economic-crises/ Accessed 7/19/2023. 🔔
Despite the Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) program’s ostensible purpose of alleviating poverty, it consistently fails to respond in a timely or sufficient manner during economic downturns, when need quickly intensifies. This report examines the rules and features of TANF, particularly at the federal level, that do not allow it to work as an automatic stabilizer—that is, as a government policy that counters recessionary forces by automatically increasing stimulus during economic downturns without the need for any action from lawmakers.1 It is critical that policymakers reform TANF into an automatic stabilizer so that it can perform better as an anti-poverty, anti-recessionary tool to help the low-income adults who continue to struggle with the economic fallout of the COVID-19 pandemic.
To do so, the Center for American Progress recommends the following policy interventions:
Reform TANF’s block grant structure to remove arbitrary funding limits, set federal minimum spending levels on the most beneficial uses, and create a sufficiently funded permanent TANF Emergency Fund with more accessible automatic triggers.
Replace the work participation rate (WPR) and caseload reduction credit (CRC) with new success measures that incentivize providing more families with higher benefits and achieving better long-term employment outcomes.
Automatically ease individual requirements for participants during downturns
Create a permanent, well-funded subsidized jobs program that ramps up during downturns.
 Remove other structural barriers to access by reforming work requirements; eliminating lifetime use limits and asset limits; and simplifying applications, recertifications, and re-enrollments.
Most of these actions would require a new bill to pass through Congress. However, states have considerable flexibility to make improvements over the current conditions, particularly with the suggested changes in the fifth recommendation. TANF does not need to be the sole safety net and automatic stabilizer in the country; however, TANF has the ability to target those most in need with aid suited to their specific situations, if it is sufficiently funded and leveraged in that way.
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