(2NC) TANF Reform should lower requirements and raise benefits during recessions. That targets low income people. 
Justin Schweitzer, 4-5-2022, Policy Analyst at the Center for American Progress and a masters from John Hopkins in Applied Economics "TANF Must Be Able To Respond Faster and Stronger to Economic Crises," Center for American Progress, https://www.americanprogress.org/article/tanf-must-be-able-to-respond-faster-and-stronger-to-economic-crises/ Accessed 7/19/2023. 🔔
Automatically ease individual requirements on participants during downturns
When economic conditions trigger the new permanent TANF Emergency Fund, the program should also adjust performance measures and incentives to encourage additional stimulus for low-income families facing immediate hardship. During downturns, when jobs are much harder to find and retain, all work and behavior requirements and sanctions should be automatically suspended, and TANF recipients who previously lost some or all their benefits due to sanctions should have them fully restored. No paperwork, caseworker interviews, or other administrative burdens to maintain benefits should be required during this period either, as tracking and managing compliance are administratively costly and often result in otherwise eligible participants losing their benefits due to minor errors.67
Likewise, time limits on TANF benefits should be automatically frozen when the Emergency Fund is triggered, meaning that any amount of time receiving assistance during a downturn would not count toward a recipient’s lifetime use limit and that those who had already met their time limits would be allowed to receive TANF benefits again. During the COVID-19 pandemic, several states either did not count TANF use toward time limits or allowed those who did reach their lifetime use limit to stay in the program, while Maine was the only state to allow individuals who had previously reached their maximum time limit to return to the program.68
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