Racial Fantasia DA: The aff is a self-perpetuating fantasy; in failing to challenge the racial fantasy that underwrites their problems, they just cause them to continue
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The persistence of racism depends on an intractable underlying fantasy. Racism endures because the fantasy endures, not because we have failed to come up with the proper legal remedy or the most enlightened educational methods. The racist fantasy remains the same while the legal and social structure changes. Even proposals like slave reparations, which seem like a radical remedy to racism, do not threaten the fantasy and actually risk strengthening it by solidifying the image of the racial other who illegitimately enjoys in the stead of the nonracial subject. The fight against racism must target the enjoyment that racism provides by disrupting the racist fantasy structure. As long as the fantasy endures, racism will remain insoluble. Responding to racism requires first understanding how the fantasy relates to desire and enjoyment.
Both desire and enjoyment are transitive, but they are transitive in fundamentally different ways. To put it briefly: our desire is the desire of the Other, but our enjoyment is the enjoyment of the other. We learn how to desire through our interpretation of what the Other or Symbolic authority desires. We discover our mode of enjoyment through an identification not with the social authority but with the figure of social ostracism—the other. Enjoyment takes its clue from the social exile rather than the social authority, from an other rather than the Other. The way that enjoyment is transitive causes it to appear as intransitive because it models itself on what doesn’t fit within the social order. This is why some theorists claim that enjoyment has nothing to do with the other.17 This contrasting relationship to otherness informs how desire and enjoyment touch on racism. The racist fantasy brings together how we desire and how we enjoy in a specific calculus. It is an attempt to use the racial other’s enjoyment as the solution to the problem of the Other’s desire. 
To see how this works, we must first look at the structure of desire. All speaking beings are desiring beings. The speaking being is divided from itself through what it says, leaving it constantly missing something no matter how much satisfaction it experiences. The satisfaction of the speaking being operates through this self-division rather than eliminating it. Existing as a speaking being divides one from oneself and leaves one always seeking something else that would solve the problem of this divide. But the divide is constitutive. Every attempt to eliminate it leaves the speaking subject in the position of continuing to desire, which is itself an indication of the persistence of the divide.
Desire is insatiable because it is never just my desire but the desire of the Other. As Jacques Lacan often repeats, our desire is the desire of the Other.18 There are two related senses to this aphorism: our desire aims to capture the Other’s desire while also modeling itself on the desire of the Other. We are constantly trying to arouse the Other’s desire by making ourselves appealing at the same time as we desire like the Other desires. To make sense of the relationship of desire, we must recognize that this Other is not the other person with whom we interact but the figure of social authority. Desire operates in relation to a social authority, even though the figure of this authority changes throughout the existence of the individual. It might begin as the parent, then become other children at school, and finally be popular opinion within society or colleagues at work. Who the Other is remains in flux, but at all points, some figure or groups of figures operates in this role for the subject. We learn to desire by trying to figure out what these figures of authority themselves desire. Desire is nothing but this quest to solve the problem of the Other’s desire that leaves us in a state of perpetual lack. There is no solution to this problem because there is no object that would realize desire and provide complete satisfaction.
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