Psychoanalysis comes first- ethical research and understanding racial fantasy’s constructed obstacles are prerequisites to understanding the truths to fight racism and inequalities 
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Fantasy doesn’t just make the impossible possible. It does so, ironically, by placing a barrier between the subject and its object. The fantasy object is possible only insofar as something blocks the subject’s access to it. By prohibiting the impossible object, fantasy creates the illusion that the object is attainable but for the prohibition. This barrier enables the subject to avoid encountering the disappointment of actually obtaining the object and thus plays the pivotal role in the fantasy. As the fantasy stages it, if the subject were to attain this object, it would achieve an enjoyment without any restriction. As a result, the fantasy must place an obstacle in the way of the object. The obstacle, not the object, is the crucial ingredient.
The fundamental task of fantasy is to transform an impossible satisfaction that no one could attain into a prohibited satisfaction that becomes un- attainable due to the fantasized obstacle that prevents the subject from having its object. There is no such thing as complete satisfaction. But complete satisfaction comes to appear possible through the erection of an obstacle to it.
This operation enables subjects to believe that if they eliminate the obstacle they can attain the impossible and overcome their status as lacking subjects. Fantasy allows one to imagine an enjoyment without lack, but it does so only by creating an obstacle who bears responsibility for the failure to attain this enjoyment.
In the racist fantasy, as in any fantasy, the object is unimportant. The only significance that the object of the racist fantasy has is that it is unattainable. The object can be any unattainable object. But what characterizes the racist fantasy and differentiates it from other forms of fantasy is that the obstacle to the object—what bars the subject’s access to unrestrained enjoyment—is the racial other. The fantasy’s key player is the racial other because this figure makes the object unattainable. As the obstacle to complete enjoyment, the racial other is responsible for all the subject’s—and the society’s—failures.11 This figure gives the racist fantasy its racist hue. The fantasy defines the subject through the racial other that threatens it, which gives the subject a wholly secondary and insignificant status within the structure. The racial other bars the subject from enjoying the object by monopolizing the object for itself. The illegitimate enjoyment of the racial other occurs at the expense of the fantasy’s subject.
This other enjoys in the subject’s stead, triggering resentment for the racial other. The racist fantasy produces a different and privileged relationship to enjoyment in the racial other that provides the basis for what we see as racial difference. It is not that racial difference first exists and then brings with it different relationships to enjoyment. Instead, we establish racial difference on the basis of how we distribute the relationships to enjoyment.12 In Trauma and Race, Sheldon George notes the primacy that enjoyment or jouissance has in establishing racial difference. He claims, “it is ultimately jouissance that grounds difference, establishing this difference through its circumscription of the fantasy object.”13 The fantasy always depicts the racial other’s enjoyment as il- legitimate, as a violation of the law, of morality, or of social mores. The racial other becomes enshrined as racial as a result of the position of obstacle that this figure has in the racist fantasy.
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