Social Security in Puerto Rico Increases Unemployment 
Romberg 12 (Raquel Romberg currently teaches at Tel Aviv University in Israel. She taught previously at Swarthmore College and Temple University and was a Mellon Scholar in the Institute for Global Stdies in Culture, Power and History at Johns Hopkins University. “The Moral Economy of Brujería under the Modern Colony: A Pirated Modernity,” Duke University Press, 4/2012, https://read.dukeupress.edu/books/book/1611/chapter-abstract/176767/The-Moral-Economy-of-Brujeri-a-under-the-Modern?redirectedFrom=fulltext) //sz
The economic boom of the island between World War II and the 1970s was ‘‘showcased’’ internationally (especially in contrast to the involvement of the Soviet Union in Cuba) as an American success story of development. For example, Operation Bootstrap (‘‘industrialization by invitation’’) in the 1950s boosted labor-intensive industries and the infrastructure. In addition, the exemption from federal taxes granted to American companies on the island under the 936 Law in 1976 propelled massive foreign and federal investments for capital-intensive industries. According to the political scientist Ramón Grosfoguel and the sociologist Marietta Morrissey, the United States welfare system was extended to Puerto Rico as a social and political buffer for its various massive, postwar capitalist development programs. In addition to extending federal social insurance and public assistance, the minimum wages guaranteed in the United States were imposed on Puerto Rico. Although this improved the personal income of Puerto Ricans, it drove many companies away from the island, raising its levels of unemployment.∞π To prevent social unrest, the United States government extended its food stamp program to the island (used by approximately 60 percent of Puerto Rican families by the 1980s).∞∫ Most analysts conclude that these economic changes had repercussions that were not only economic and social but also political and cultural. Along with stimulating the growth of the manufacturing, financial, and service sectors and raising personal income and living standards, these measures contributed to the assimilation of and dependence on American consumerist and welfare values and practices, which eventually hindered the decolonization impetus on the island and constituted a unique boricua everyday practice marked by political and cultural ambiguity.
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