The combination neoliberal socialist policies forwards consumption culture that leads to indebtedness 
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In addition to transforming Puerto Rico into a modern colony, the Americanization of the island reconstituted not just the previous roles and power basis of brujos but also the material desires of their clients. New sites for economic mobility that have been opened up by U.S. federal welfare agencies and U.S.-based businesses, together with the alluring powers of the modern colony—consumerism and fame, not persecution and isolation—now inform the practices of brujería.≤≠ According to the economist Jaime E. Benson-Arias, Puerto Rico’s norm of consumption after the Second World War has been shaped by its participation in mainland accumulation and regulation activities, which has been maintained even during periods of economic crisis. With the recent post-Fordist neoliberal social policies that lowered considerably the buying power of many Puerto Ricans, the norm of consumption on the island has been maintained through an increase in consumer indebtedness (just as it has on the mainland).≤∞ Indeed, the social scientist Laura Ortiz-Negrón’s investigation of consumer practices in Puerto Rico shows that shopping has become a primary social activity, confirming the adage that ‘‘going shopping is a national pastime in Puerto Rico.’’ This is so, Ortiz-Negrón argues, not just because of the sheer amount of shopping malls and mega-stores plastered on the small island, but also because these shopping malls are always full despite relatively low salaries, an unofficial unemployment rate of 30 percent, and the fact that 60 percent of the population receives federal nutritional assistance through the program known as pan (Programa de Asistencia Nutricional).≤≤ Looking at the constitutive nature of consumption on Puerto Rican subjectivities, OrtizNegrón’s study reveals that consumer culture offers an escape from the utilitarian spaces of everyday life, that it signifies the participation in, not just the illusion of, equal access to goods and services, and that it allows for a nontraditional perception of commodities and social relations that stresses elements of desire and cultural capital.≤≥ Consumerism under the modern colony, she concludes in a way that pertains to my chapter here, needs not be assessed solely in terms of ‘‘the problem of consumption’’ or as a prevalent mode of criticism of American hegemony, cultural imperialism, and national identity.≤∂ Therefore, consumerism as a contemporary (some would add, postmodern) means of imagining and constructing self-images through the acquisition of commodities may be examined in relation to magic in general or the transformative potential of commodities (as in the spirit of matter, or ‘‘commodity Welfare SSI fetishism’’), and to brujería practices more specifically as one of the social arenas in which one’s ‘‘blessings’’ could be attested or tested. In framing the moral economy of brujería also within consumer capitalism, I also want to draw attention to the impact of consumerism on vernacular religious practices in Puerto Rico. Indeed, capitalist modes of consumption, not just production, could be considered as critical sites for the exploration of both the constitutive aspects of capitalist forms of domination and the potential agency of consumers as producers of meaning.≤∑ The distinction made by Daniel Miller between a priori and a posteriori differences in the kinds of rupture that the consumption of commodities might entail is useful here. By focusing on the a posteriori effects of consumer capitalism on brujería practices, I illuminate ‘‘the unprecedented diversity created by the differential consumption of what had once been thought to be global and homogenizing institutions.’’ Rather than solve theoretical conundrums, it provides a lens to observe how brujos and their clients ‘‘commonly live out these contradictions in local practice.’’≤∏ Since the late 1980s, the increasing transnational pool of ritual experts and commodities in Puerto Rico, together with a local multicultural identity politics, have also reshaped the moral economy of brujería with a more inclusive and positive attitude toward people and things African.≤π Taken together, these economic, political, and cultural changes have not only shaped Puerto Rico’s modernity in comparison to other Caribbean nations, but also, as I will show below, distinguishes the moral economy of brujería from other vernacular religions in the Caribbean. In the concluding discussion of this chapter, these ethnographic realities will be situated within and against a growing, compelling cross-cultural literature on the modernity of magic as a first step in tracing the unique genealogy of modernity that the moral economy of brujería (under a modern colony) exposes. olonization
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