Terrorist organizations thump ME instability 
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On 29 June 2014, Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi established a caliphate in the territory that was under the control of the Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant (ISIL). Throughout the summer of 2014, Western viewers watched on their televisions as members of this terrorist organization rampaged across the region. While in the midst of their campaign of terror, members of ISIL demolished sections of the border that separated Iraq and Syria in a highly symbolic act of unification. In demolishing the border between Iraq and Syria, ISIL succeeded in bringing together their separate holdings in both countries; it also seemed to portend the collapse of the political order that had been created by France and Great Britain at the end of the First World War. Throughout the Cold War era, pan-Arabism had tried and failed to bring the states of the Arab East together, and as a result, many in the region have decided to turn to Islam in order to unify the region. ISIL has seized upon this idea full heartedly, and had established a caliphate in order to challenge the pre-existing Western-based order of the Middle East.
Introduction
Since the First Persian Gulf War, the U.S. has had a growing influence as well as presence in the Middle East. The rise of Islamic terrorism has been a troubling development for the region, and terrorist networks like al- Qaeda and ISIL have caused widespread instability in order to challenge the pre-existing order. Under the Obama administration, the U.S. withdrew from the region, and its influence has been greatly reduced, almost to the point where it is now negligible. Al-Qaeda, ISIL, and other bad actors have thus taken advantage of the U.S. withdrawal and have acted accordingly. Whether or not the indigenous population can be pulled away from the allure of fundamentalist Islam is up for debate. What is needed now most of all is a new political movement that could potentially rival the tide of fundamentalist Islam. In addition to this, it might be necessary for the U.S. military to be present in the region for peace and stability to thrive. An examination of the history of the region will show that further partitioning of the region should be avoided – it has been Balkanized enough. It has yet to be determined whether or not the existing and weak states of Iraq and Syria will be able to survive their ongoing struggle with ISIL. Internal unity and strong leadership within both states is needed now more than ever.
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