Russian state collapse causes nuc prolif – spurs terrorism, organized crime, and civil war.
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Another outcome that the United States should want to avoid is the outright implosion of Russia. The United States should continue to punish Putin for the war in Ukraine, but it must not lose sight of the fact that destabilizing Russia—or even breaking Russia apart, as some commentators have called for—is not in its interest. During the tail end of the Cold War, President George H. W. Bush worried about the Soviet collapse, not because the Soviet Union was worth preserving, but because the breakup of a major nuclear power risked unleashing loose nuclear weapons and fissile material, spurring nuclear proliferation among successor states, and prompting the emergence of new terrorist and organized crime networks. Four decades later, these risks remain. Russia’s collapse could lead to a bloody civil conflict that might destabilize Eurasia for years to come.
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