Dana is the only true redistribution of wealth—the tax and transfer destroys intent and only further entrenches the thought of “wealth” as a value and right
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The traditional Buddhist teachings have many important social implications. Buddhism does not separate economic issues from ethical or spiritual ones. The notion that economics is a social science related to discovering and applying impersonal economic laws always obscures two important truths. First important truth is that the concept of who gets what and who does not depends on moral considerations. So, production and distribution of economic goods and services should not be left only to the supposedly objective rules of the marketplace. If some people have much more than what they need while others have much less, some sort of redistribution is necessary. [1,2,3,4]
Thus, the practice of ‘D?na’ or ‘giving’ is the traditional Buddhist way of redistribution of wealth. D?na is selfless giving. It is giving in the spirit of Non-clinging. Non-clinging is the Wisdom of Insight into the Insubstantiality (Anatt?; Nair?tmya) or Emptiness (??nyat?) of all things. The emphasis on ‘D?na’ and merit-making is the Buddhist perspective on the economic globalization. [1,2,4,5]
The second important truth is that no economic system is value-free. Every system of production and consumption encourages the development of certain values and discourages others. The economic process begins with want, continues with choice and ends with satisfaction. All of these are functions of the mind. Abstract values are thus the beginning, the middle and the end of economics. So it is impossible for economics to be value-free. Yet many economists avoid any consideration of values, ethics or mental qualities, despite the fact that these will always have a bearing on economic concerns. [1,2,4,5]
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