1) It’s mutually exclusive—the aff entrenches fascination with money and wealth accumulation which drives further capitalism—consumption focused economics cannot happen in an economy in which the government gives out money to alleviate their own economic issues.
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Pragmatism, however, does have a shadow side. If we become cynical and turn our backs on democratic participation as so many have done, the project of building better social institutions grinds down, the fabric of community ties becomes frayed, and we lose our sense of the common good. Things fall to pieces. Dewey’s message will be increasingly important in the years to come. Like ancient Rome in its twilight, our current system that is built on an unstable foundation of fossil fuels and the idolatry of money is in decline. As it passes its time of glory and gives way to something else, we will have an opportunity to begin making our system into something entirely different. That is, the direction and form of our great transition will be up to us to determine. Our current lives are the link between our past and our future. For those involved in social movements or working for social change, the past is what we are changing from and the future is what we envision changing into. This implies that our work for social change requires that we both look inward into our habits of thought as well as outward to our community. Cultivating a vision for change means questioning everything including our values, mindset, attitudes, and our expectations about what our economic institutions are supposed to do. If we cling to our old habits of thought and action, then we’ll continue to drift toward more destruction and instability.
Fostering change requires that we not only question and break out of our habitual ways of acting and thinking, but also to be open to which now seems unfathomable. We evolve by stretching ourselves outward and questioning all that is familiar and comfortable, and by working through experiences that challenge our intellect and abilities. We are in a continuous state of becoming and that implies an ever-expanding consciousness. As Dewey saw it, being engaged socially is the way we develop personally.
The real promise of political engagement will not come from another stimulus plan, bailout, or more “sweeping” pieces of Congressional legislation. At least not for some time. Nor is it limited to putting pressure on local officials or businesses. The real source of progress will come from creating something new. It will come from a network of grassroots activists, citizens, and visionaries who are willing to start building new, decentralized institutions at the community level where people have the best chance of democratic control. Perhaps the most important outcome would be that as people become active in their communities and develop institutions that will allow them to become more self-reliant, they can break free of the dysfunctional and dependent relationship they have with their corporate overlords and their vassals in Washington. Once we have demonstrated that we no longer need them for jobs or stability in our livelihoods citizens can build a power base in their communities from which they can demand more accountability from their political leaders. Maybe then politicians and lobbyists will lose some of their hubris and become more accountable.
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