State budget key to preventing racial disparities. 
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State budget decisions should matter to all of us. State budgets affect the quality of life of workers, families, and communities across the nation ― they decide the fate of roads, schools, health care, public transportation, clean air and water, and much more. Every year, state policymakers make critical choices about how to provide these services and how to ensure that state revenues are adequate to fund them. In addition to spending their own funds, states play an important role in implementing federal programs and deciding how to spend federal funds ― for example, designing the health services provided under Medicaid, or determining where to invest federal highway and public transit funds. (Both programs require states to provide a share of the funding.) And state budgets are used to distribute funds, from housing to health care to public safety, to support local communities. Budgets can change, and even save, lives. A state’s budget shows its priorities. State budgets play a critical role in addressing residents’ needs and creating opportunities for families and communities to thrive. State budgets can also reduce long-standing racial and economic disparities in access to jobs, housing, and education; many advocates say the budget is a “moral document.” This also means that everyone has a stake in state budget outcomes.
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