Long term loss in State Employment inevitable. 
Mission Square Research Institute, 2023 (State and Local Government Employment Trends, 2023, ) 
Overall state employment is projected to decrease by 6% by 2031, while local employment is projected to increase by 1.4% (see Figure 8). The change in individual occupations varies more significantly. Among maintenance fields, for example, landscaping positions are projected to increase by 14%, and highway maintenance by 9%, while water/ wastewater and general maintenance and repair would decrease by 6.5%. Automation forms a backdrop to many occupational projections. For some fields, like customer service, clerical work, meter reading, or parking enforcement, that impact has already started. Correctional staffing is a field that is projected to decline for a combination of reasons, such as the further implementation of technology-based alternatives to incarceration. These changes started before the pandemic, with Figure 9 showing for select occupations how employment declined from 2016-2021, and the cumulative projected decline from 2016-2031.
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