Seaweed absorbs nutrient pollution---eliminating dead zones
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A natural bio-extractant, seaweed, alongside shellfish, is one of the few available tools for removing nutrient pollution once it has entered waterways. As primary producers, seaweeds remove inorganic nutrients – including N, P, and carbon – from water to fuel growth . When seaweeds are harvested, inorganic nutrients are effectively removed from systems. Additionally, seaweeds oxygenate the water column, providing potential  from  and declining oxygen levels , and may be able to partially displace nuisance algae blooms . Cultivating seaweeds could draw down available nutrients, thereby limiting resources for unchecked growth of wild, nuisance algae, and potentially curbing algal blooms, which rely on exogenous nutrients to be sustained .
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