Abolishing the Two-party systems solves dangerous backsliding toward autocracy.
[Christopher Ingraham, 3-1-2021, "Analysis," Washington Post,  js]
Dissatisfaction with two-party politics is at an all-time high, new Gallup polling shows, with 62 percent of Americans saying Democrats and Republicans are doing such a poor job of representing their constituents that a third party is needed.But the zero-sum, winner-take-all dynamics of U.S. elections make it nearly impossible for third parties to gain electoral traction, despite survey data that shows fully half of Americans do not identify with any party and label themselves independents. This was underscored this past weekend at the Conservative Political Action Conference, when former president Donald Trump ruled out creating a third political party to promote his brand of nationalist conservatism.To hear those calling for change — including many scholars and some lawmakers — the inherent problem with our current system is that it shoehorns the entire spectrum of political opinion into just two parties. Warnings that the nation has backslid toward autocracy — driven in large part by the Republican Party’s shift away from democratic norms — bring added urgency, they say, and reversing that Trump-era trend will require something radical: breaking up the Democratic and Republican parties.The two-party trap The current system is something of a historical accident, as Lee Drutman, a political scientist at the New America Foundation, explains in his book “Breaking the Two-Party Doom Loop.” It is an unintended consequence of the simple-majority election method, in which votes for third parties are effectively “wasted.”“Given only two viable choices, all voters must align themselves with one vision, which makes it hard to register their ambivalences,” Drutman writes. And there’s plenty of ambivalence to go around. Pew Research Center surveys have measured at least nine distinct political typologies in the United States, for instance, while Gallup surveys show that fewer than 4 in 10 people believe the two major parties “do an adequate job of representing the American people.”Matthew Shugart, a professor emeritus of political science at the University of California at Davis, contends there are effectively three major political divisions at work in the United States. There’s Democratic/Republican, of course, which splits the country roughly 50/50. There’s capitalist/socialist, which pits people on the far left such as Sen. Bernie Sanders (I-Vt.) — who has called for a wholesale overhaul of the economic system — vs. virtually everybody else, left or right. But the most salient one in the post-Trump era is the democratic/authoritarian split on the right. “On this one, the pro-democratic segment extends all the way from the leftmost large-d Democrats to somewhere near the middle of the Republican Party,” Shugart wrote. On the other side is the Trumpian wing of the GOP, which has “shown itself to be completely willing to set aside democracy, and even to promote/tolerate political violence, in order to advance its political agenda.”While the anti-democratic faction in the GOP is a small slice of the country overall, it is the most powerful group within the party. Most congressional Republicans refused to acknowledge Joe Biden’s electoral victory and parroted Trump’s falsehoods about voter fraud well after they had been rejected by the courts many times over. On the day Trump supporters stormed the U.S. Capitol — an attack that resulted in the deaths of a Capitol Police officer and four other people — a majority of House Republicans voted to overturn election results.“The fundamental threat to American democracy right now is that the Republican Party is overwhelmed by an extreme anti-system faction,” Drutman said in an interview. “You have a number of individual members who are still committed to basic democratic principles, but they don’t have the winning hand within the party.”The Republican National Committee did not respond to repeated requests for comment on these issues.
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