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NRDC 23 (The Natural Resources Defense Council is a United States-based 501 non-profit international environmental advocacy group, 4/2023, accessed 7/19/2023, FEDERAL DRINKING WATER MONITORING OVERLOOKS MANY PFAS, “COMMUNITY-LED WATER TESTING FINDS DANGEROUS LEVELS OF PFAS THAT THE EPA DOES NOT TEST FOR,” https://www.nrdc.org/sites/default/files/2023-04/federal-drinking-water-monitoring-overlooks-many-pfas-fs-20230412.pdf)SAADK
Although UCMR5 will provide a valuable overview of the state of PFAS contamination nationally, it is important to keep in mind the EPA’s testing limitations—and the limitations of regulators’ current approach to tackling the PFAS crises more broadly. The results of NRDC’s drinking water study underscore the need for a comprehensive approach to managing PFAS, including developing methods to expand testing for individual PFAS and to measure the total amount of PFAS in drinking water.
Importantly, actions can be taken immediately to reduce PFAS exposures. There are scalable and effective treatment techniques available to reduce PFAS in drinking water.9 Additional research is needed to ensure that these technologies adequately address short- and ultrashort-chain PFAS, which are increasingly detected in drinking water.10 Special attention is needed to protect vulnerable populations, including communities that have known or historical contamination, pregnant and nursing mothers, infants, and children.
Furthermore, scientists and regulators cannot keep pace with the production of new chemicals, that have been largely assumed to be safe until proved otherwise.11 The magnitude of this problem demands a more efficient and effective approach, which is why prominent scientists from around the world are urging a class-based approach for managing PFAS, including a phaseout of all nonessential uses of the entire class.12
While some states and communities are taking individual action, it’s clear that the federal government must:
Pass federal legislation and adopt strong regulations to better prevent, monitor, track, and address PFAS contamination as a class.
Use a science-based, broad definition for PFAS that aligns with international, health, and scientific communities.
Ban all nonessential uses of PFAS chemicals as quickly as possible.
Hold polluters accountable for contamination and responsible for treating contaminated drinking water.
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