United States ratification spurs global modeling.
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First of all, when analyzing the various obstacles to the United States ratification to the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty, one that appears in a very clear way is Russia. As mentioned previously, the United States suspected Russia to conduct low-yield test, though not respecting its commitment to the Test-Ban Treaty. Victor Slipchencko suggested that the U.S. would need the intervention of Russia on two matters: to elucidate the scope of the CTBT and on transparency or confidence building measures that could be implemented at operational test sites66. Discussions between the U.S. and Russia on these technical issues would be good solutions if they reveal that Russian suspected activities are not in violation of the CTBT. These technical talks should also officially demonstrate the differing understanding on their obligations and trying to harmonize them before a potential entry into force. Both Edward Ifft and Rose Gottemoeller agree that greater transparency would be the best solutions and would definitely help the U.S. in their CTBT ratification process, especially to convince the Republicans Senators.67 However, Rose Gottemoeller added that these talks should also include China and probably all the P5. This would help to raise confidence between States and a greater confidence would push the U.S. to ratify the Treaty. Alexandra Bell raised the point of regionalism. The path to U.S. ratification might be trying to make progress on some of the Annex II ratifications. Middle East is part of it. Israel might be the next Annex II State to ratify the CTBT, even though their internal negotiations are taking time. If Israel ratifies the Treaty, it might push other Middle East States to do the same. Moreover, several American security issues are linked with Israel, so it could definitely be a good push. Another suggestion that many specialists raised is that the United States could ask more from Iran when negotiating again the JCPOA. They could put the Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty on the table and make it part of the deal. It is actually something that might have been missed when initially dealing with Iran. Nevertheless, in the Middle East case, the real problem comes from Egypt. They stated that they would not enter in a new arms control agreement as long as Israel did not ratify the Non-Proliferation Treaty. Regarding South Asia, India and Pakistan are waiting for the move of China. And China is officially waiting for the United States to ratify the Treaty. China could definitely ratify the Treaty now, as they don’t have the same political constraints. However, in that case, it seems less probable to see a move without the U.S. help. There is a domino here: if the U.S. were to ratify the CTBT, they will be in a position to constraint the Chinese. If the Chinese join the CTBT, both China and the U.S. will have the moral authority above India and Pakistan to press them to ratify the Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty. Finally, all these moves would be a great help for the new administration in its ratification process to the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty. Mainly, to convince Senators to vote in favor of the Treaty and for the Biden Administration to get the strength to work fully on nuclear testing issue.
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