Surveillance tech is rooted in racism.
[Stef Bernal-Martinez, 10-21-2020, "Surveillance Tech Is Not A Solution, It's A Familiar Threat," ACLU of Alabama, , js]
Birmingham’s newly purchased 1.3 million dollar surveillance technology doesn’t prevent or “solve crimes.”It responds to crimes that have already occurred by utilizing surveillance tools that have a documented record of racist targeting and increased criminalization of Black, brown and poor communities. Surveillance technology is rooted in a racist history that began in Birmingham and cities across the country experiencing acute state violence. The long hot summer of ‘67 saw civil unrest in Birmingham as a response to police brutality and white supremacist violence. The Kerner Commission, assembled by President Lyndon Johnson to address the summer of civil unrest, determined that cities like Birmingham experiencing civil unrest needed more economic programs and support for poor and disenfranchised communities. Ignoring those urgent recommendations, the Johnson administration decided, instead, to employ Simulmatics, a type of predictive surveillance technology, in response to the safety needs of the Birmingham community and communities across the country.The Birmingham City Council’s pivot towards surveillance technology in response to demands for safer communities is in line with the historical reliance on technological innovation to solve problems without considering the fact that, “when society defines, frames, and represents people of color as the problem, those solutions will often do more harm than good.”
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