1NC Li concedes that vegetation clipping practices would differ in practical applications
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Although our study determined the erosion control and runoff augmentation performance of different clipped grasslands during the field experiments, there are still some limitations. This study was conducted using short-term controllable simulated rainfall experiments, and the rainfall amounts and intensities of natural rainfall events are lower than in the simulated rainfall experiments. Therefore, the optimal clipping intensity inferred here may be lower in practical application. In addition, the influence of grassland clipping management on plant cover, litter mass and root biomass exhibited significant  (), which affects the temporal variability of grassland runoff generation and soil erosion. Therefore, long-term field observations are needed to compensate for possible shortcomings of short-term experiments. Future studies should focus on the temporal variability of hydrological and erosional characteristics of clipped vegetations based on long-term field experiments with natural rainfall. Despite these limitations, the analysis of runoff maintenance and soil loss control of different clipping management practices is useful and could potentially contribute to the sustainability of vegetation restoration functions in semi-arid areas.
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