Rights are being denied, not granted
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In the latest set back to equality in the US, Puerto Rico has once again been denied the same rights as other parts of the US. The Supreme Court has ruled that, as a territory and not a state, the same rules and rights need not be passed on to the island that exist in other parts of the US. One of the points made by Justice Kavanaugh, who penned the 8-1 opinion, was that “just as not every federal tax extends to residents of Puerto Rico, so too not every federal benefits program extends to residents of Puerto Rico.” This argument was criticized by Justice Sotomayor, herself of Puerto Rican descent and the only dissenting voice. She said this ruling could be used to target citizens living in states which pay much less federal taxes, like Vermont, Wyoming, South Dakota, North Dakota, Montana and Alaska. 
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