Disabled and elderly people in Puerto Rico currently receive no funding, at most they get $58 a month 
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Residents of Puerto Rico are not denied all benefits. Rather, federal law often contains odd carveouts for people on the island. For example, until earlier this year, Puerto Rican families were only eligible for the child tax credit (CTC) if they had three or more children. Before 2021, a poor mainland family with two children could receive up to $2,800 of CTC benefits, while  received nothing.
In other instances, Puerto Rico is given  that substitute for normal safety net programs. For example, in place of SSI, Puerto Rico receives the . And in place of the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP), Puerto Rico receives the . While in theory these block grants could provide Puerto Rico with the same funding as under normal guidelines, in practice, they have resulted in  to programs for the poor.
In 2014, the Government Accountability Office (GAO)  how Puerto Rico’s unique setup affects its safety net funding.** Using data from 2010 and 2011, the GAO found that annual spending would be about $4 billion higher if Puerto Rican residents were eligible for normal benefits. Four key programs were responsible for more than 94 percent of that : SSI, Medicaid, Medicare, and the (refundable portion of) the Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC). If residents of Puerto Rico received normal benefits, spending would also increase for SNAP, the CTC, and the American Opportunity Tax Credit (AOTC). Figure 1 depicts the GAO’s results; it uses 2011 data for SSI, Medicaid, CHIP, and SNAP, and 2010 data for Medicare as well as the three tax credits.
It’s unclear whether this $4 billion gap increased or decreased during the 2010s.*** Yet one fact will almost certainly have remained the same: In Puerto Rico, the AABD block grant—which substitutes for SSI—is by far the most underfunded program. According to the GAO, had residents of Puerto Rico been eligible for SSI, the program would have spent an additional  in 2011. Instead, the AABD block grant totaled just $24 million, or 1.5 percent of normal funding. As a result, roughly 9 out of 10  received no AABD support, and the remaining beneficiaries were given just $58 per month. This funding disparity has grown significantly over time—according to the , Puerto Rican residents would have claimed nearly $2.6 billion of benefits had they been eligible for SSI in 2018. By contrast, the block grant hasn’t grown even in nominal terms, with the federal government devoting just  to AABD in 2020. For an island where both  and  are  than on the mainland, such drastic cuts for the elderly and the disabled are especially harmful.
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