Congress won’t pass anything now BUT questioning the Insular Cases forces Congress to address it 
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Fitisemanu can also serve as an opportunity for the Court to admit that the racist logic used to justify perpetual US colonialism was wrong. As Neil Weare, the founder of the organization Equally American, explains, the Insular Cases  as Plessy v. Ferguson which created the “separate but equal” doctrine. While Plessy was , the Insular Cases, decided by many of the same justices, remain fully enforceable. A Supreme Court decision formally repudiating this decision would serve as a powerful recognition of the injustice imposed on Americans living in the territories. This acknowledgement would be largely symbolic. As Christina Ponsa-Kraus writes in the Yale Law Journal, overruling the Insular Cases  the current system—the territories would remain territories with no voting representation in Congress. The symbolic significance of overturning this shameful precedent could, however, spark greater attention to the issue. Just as overturning Plessy in Brown v. Board of Education sparked decades of legal and political challenges that advanced racial justice in the US, part of the importance of the Court’s ruling in Fitisemanu would be the subsequent political efforts that stem from it. 
Rejecting the framework of the Insular Cases would put significant pressure on Congress to address the territory problem, an opportunity they should use to promote the self-determination of those living in each territory. Since the notion of an “unincorporated territory” would no longer exist, all US territories would theoretically have to be . For some places like Puerto Rico, where in 2020  statehood in a referendum, statehood might be a desirable path, although there would likely be significant opposition from some lawmakers in Congress. Other territories, such as American Samoa, that have expressed reservations about further integration with the US might seek an alternate path. For example, American Samoa could seek independence as a , an option that would give them complete sovereignty including representation at the United Nations while maintaining some of the benefits provided by the US as part of an international agreement. Rather than repurposing the racist framework of the Insular Cases, this type of inclusive political debate that would move territories towards statehood or independence would best serve the need for self-determination in the territories. While the courts have no ability to compel congressional action on re-evaluating the status of the territories, the ruling in Fitisemanu could increase political pressure on lawmakers to address this long overdue issue. 
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