Poverty increasing now – grids prove.
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In December, Congress greenlit $1 billion to "improve the resilience of Puerto Rico's electric grid,” on top of $11.4 billion already committed to the government-owned utility for recovery after Hurricane Fiona, which battered the island in September. Fiona knocked out electricity across the territory for days — weeks in some areas — exposing how brittle Puerto Rico's grid remains nearly six years after the unprecedented damage of Hurricane Maria in 2017. Many on the island want to break free from that cycle of destruction by building a decentralized grid powered largely by solar energy. But activists say the government isn’t doing enough to hasten that transition. 'Pueblo Solar' One vision for the future of Puerto Rico’s grid is in the small town of Adjuntas. Along Adjuntas’ central square, 14 businesses and two apartment buildings run on solar power, even as the sun sinks behind the mountains.
A ‘vicious cycle’ There are lots of communities in Puerto Rico who want what Adjuntas has. La Margarita is one of them. It's a neighborhood in the town of Salinas that experiences frequent flooding and power outages, especially after hurricanes. Many residents are elderly. Some live off a few hundred dollars a month from Social Security. And emergency preparedness is on everyone's mind here, says Wanda Ríos, president of the neighborhood association. “One of our missions was to have a resilient community,” Ríos says. “To have a resilient community, we have to have a resilient energy system.” Earlier this year, they installed solar panels on the community center, but Ríos wants the whole neighborhood to form a microgrid to better prepare for the next storm. “You can have a generator for maybe two or three hours and then you run out of gas. And when we have a hurricane, you don't have gas,” she says. “If we want to keep living, we want a clean environment, we have to move to solar.” The neighborhood association recently won a $30,000 grant from the federal Department of Energy to install more solar panels, but they need a lot more. And Ríos says the Puerto Rican government is too slow to certify groups like hers as energy cooperatives so they can access other types of financing.
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