EDT doesn’t permit the exclusion of Puerto Ricans  
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The Economic Disruption theory hypothesizes that because of Puerto Rico’s high poverty and unemployment rates, extending benefit programs such as SSI, LSI, and SNAP to the island may have an especially adverse impact on labor incentives.147 However, as the Court in Peña Martinez notes, assuming that this theory is accurate, it makes little sense to wield it against certain groups of people, namely the aged, blind, and disabled, and other groups that, through no fault of their own, are generally not present in the workforce.148 The Court concedes that the Economic Disruption theory is not completely baseless, however, it may not be rationally used to explain the exclusion of Puerto Rican citizens from these benefit programs.149 These programs are meant to provide uniform benefits nationwide, regardless of the local poverty rate. 150 Moreover, the exclusion of Puerto Rican citizens encompasses a wide range of financially needy people, including the aged and disabled, for whom no “incentive” is suitable to place a job within their reach.
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