SSI recipients barely pay federal taxes anyway – it is not a rational basis for excluding Puerto Rico 
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But the picture is very different for the distinction between SSI can- didates in Puerto Rico and those on the mainland: the basis for this distinction is not rational at all, as Justice Sotomayor explained.75 The government gave only two purportedly rational bases for treating Puerto Rico residents differently for SSI purposes: federal taxation and cost. However, neither of these distinguishes would-be SSI recipients in Puerto Rico from SSI recipients in the states. The cost of the benefit is the same wherever the beneficiary lives, and, due to indigence, virtually no SSI recipients pay federal income tax. Though these considerations differentiate Puerto Rico from the states, they do not differentiate between any individual SSI candidates. The only grounds asserted are thus “wholly irrelevant” to the unequal treatment of the individuals, so Justice Sotomayor correctly found no rational basis for this classification. 
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