Empirics prove solvency but don’t solve the aff
Andrew Hammond 20, Professor Hammond joined Maurer faculty in 2023. He was an Assistant Professor of Law and an Associate Professor of Law at University of Florida Levin College of Law. Hammond also previously taught in the College and the Law School at the University of Chicago., 07/13/20, University of Florida Levin College of Law, “TERRITORIAL EXCEPTIONALISM AND THE AMERICAN WELFARE STATE”, https://deliverypdf.ssrn.com/delivery.php?ID=188070086031106070068091005091110110004011091052061061010085126126027067086006099119037011125063116000098101017075085107030110020075007033072006092114093120067018103006065034067000088074067114070080089117108099125103008119017104093107071100115017073116&EXT=pdf&INDEX=TRUE, DShah
History provides needed context as to how this came to pass. Prior to 1950, no federal Social Security payments were made to residents of Puerto Rico or the U.S. Virgin Islands. Congress debated whether to extend public benefits to both territories.194 Ultimately, the enacted bill, H.R. 6000, meant that employment in Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin Islands would be covered through Social Security’s contributory programs, and Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin Islands were treated like states.195 The Social Security Amendments also meant that Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin Islands were able to administer the AABD programs similar to states.196 In 1958, Congress extended AABD to Guam.197 The fifty states and the District of Columbia also operated AABD into the 1970s. 
In 1972, Congress replaced, and President Nixon signed into law, the various state-administered AABD programs with a national means-tested disability program called Supplemental Security Income (SSI).198 Congress excluded Guam, the U.S. Virgin Islands, and Puerto Rico from SSI,199 but extended eligibility to residents of the Northern Mariana Islands a few years later.200 There are some exceptions for children who live in one of the excluded territories but whose parents are serving in the U.S. military.201 The federal government still provides funding to the territories to help pay for costs of providing cash assistance to the needy, aged, blind, or disabled, but this funding is significantly less than comparable expenditures for SSI.202 
Federal matching grants help fund these disability assistance programs so long as the territories meet certain statutory criteria. To qualify for federal matching grants, a territory must submit a plan to the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services assuring the federal government that the program will be administered in conformity with federal law.203 Territories can set the income thresholds and the benefit levels for the programs. The federal government will provide 75% of benefit payments, with the territories paying 25%.204 But as with food assistance and healthcare, federal law caps AABD assistance for the territories. This ceiling of support is set by statute and does not reflect inflation.205
Source: Aff - SSI Puerto Rico - Michigan Classic 2023 CGO · Michigan · 2023




