SSI is key
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“This decision makes clear Congress has a number of urgent priorities to address with SSI: increase the benefit level; update outdated rules so that beneficiaries can work, save for emergencies, and get married without getting penalized; and now, extend SSI benefits to the American people living in Puerto Rico,” Brown said in a statement. 
Without access to SSI, some Puerto Rico residents may fall through the cracks when it comes to federal government benefits. “There is this gap for people who don’t have a qualifying work history for Social Security, who qualify only for low benefits and would have supplemental benefits through SSI,” Romig said. Moreover, because receiving SSI benefits often automatically qualifies recipients for Medicaid, it could make it more difficult for Puerto Rico residents to access health coverage, as well, she said. “It’s inequitable to have American citizens, just because of their address, lose access to an important benefit,” Romig said of SSI.
There is also a “racial and ethnic inequity that is present when you exclude territories as opposed to the mainland,” she said. Rebecca Vallas, a disability advocate and senior fellow at The Century Foundation, a progressive think tank, also expressed disappointment with the decision. “The Supreme Court’s decision to continue the nation’s long, racist history of excluding Puerto Rico residents from the SSI program is as shameful as it is disappointing,” Vallas said in a statement. “America should not be in the business of discriminating against its own citizens — especially when it comes to something as fundamental as eligibility for survival income programs like SSI,” she said.
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