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Advocates of statehood argue that this is the only non-colonial status that guarantees US citizenship and a permanent status with the US. Moreover, Puerto Rico would gain representation in US Congress and the right to vote for the head of state. There would be equal access to social assistance and social security benefits, whereas now Puerto Ricans contribute to Medicare but are not entitled to receive Supplemental Security 14 Income in older age. Statehood advocates also argue that the political stability of the US will bring more inward investment. US Congress would have to accept the incorporation of a Spanish-speaking Latin American country during the xenophobic administration of Donald Trump. Not only would the new State come with an unsustainable debt of around US$72 billion plus over US$40 billion in unfunded pension obligations, but it would also have more representation in Congress than several less densely populated states. The US Government Accountability Office highlighted the high cost of statehood for Puerto Rico, adding US$2.3 billion in new federal taxes (Brito 2014; GAO 2014). A 2016 public opinion report shows that support for Puerto Rico’s statehood in the USA has risen from 35% in 2013 to 40% in February 2017 (Rasmussen Reports 2017). In addition, 39% disagree that Puerto Rico should become a state of the union and 21% are undecided. If we consider these numbers to be representative of the opinion of congressional representatives, there is still a long road to have an absolute majority favoring the incorporation of Puerto Rico. However, what is the desire of the residents in Puerto Rico toward the political status options and its relationship with the US?
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