Puerto Rican statehood is democratic 
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A majority of Puerto Ricans  in 2020, recalled Rep. Darren Soto (D-Fla.) and Del. Jennifer Gonzalez Colon (R-Puerto Rico) . This is the most "simple and compelling" reason for granting statehood, argued the lawmakers, both of whom collaborated on the Puerto Rico Status Act. "Delaying admittance of Puerto Rico as a state to our union would be a direct contradiction of our nation's democratic values." Plus, statehood would allow Puerto Rico to finally overcome many of its economic challenges, Soto and Gonzalez Colon said. The territory has  to cope with the damage from natural disasters like  in 2017, , and, most recently, . Without congressional representation, the island has been forced to pressure the White House to gain access to more emergency funding. "Statehood offers a simple solution that would enable Puerto Rico to finally be on stable ground," and "would offer paths to reform that could result in a more robust economy and a prospering people," Soto and Gonzalez Colon wrote. 
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