Degrowth is crucial to our society, the costs for negligence is exponential.
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No single work can possibly make the case for degrowth and The Case as a book is more by way of a preliminary “a case” but is no less important for that. Kallis et al. do however succeed in presenting an accessible argument that achieves two important things. First, as with much of the degrowth literature (and growth sceptic literature in general) it brings to the fore just how aberrational our idea of normal is. Continual growth (as we currently conceive of this) as the systemic “normal” is abnormal, our “common sense” is insane. The truth of this hides in plain sight and it is an uncomfortable truth.26 As such, The Case for Degrowth provides a useful campaigning text for groups like Extinction Rebellion or Stay Grounded.27 Second, the book is a timely reminder, as the Covid-19 pandemic diffuses around the world with likely terrible social, economic and human cost, that there is a positive case for degrowth, not just a climate and ecological imperative. As such, The Case for Degrowth (noting its pandemic focused Preface) might usefully be read in conjunction with Jason Hickel’s recent paper summarising the difference between crisis/recession and degrowth. As he suggests:
“We have different words for recession and degrowth because they are different things. Recessions happen when growth-dependent economies stop growing: it is a disaster that ruins people’s lives and exacerbates injustices. Degrowth calls for a[n] different kind of economy altogether: an economy that does not require growth in the first place, and which can deliver justice and well-being without growth” (Hickel, 2020a: 4).
He highlights 6 related contrasts (Hickel, 2020a: 4):
1. Recessions are unintended, degrowth concerns planned, coherent policy.
2. Degrowth targets less necessary and more harmful economic activity, recessions do not.
3. Recessions create unemployment and damage livelihoods, degrowth redirects resources and seeks just transitions, whilst generally focusing on improved livelihoods.
4. Recessions tend to exacerbate inequality (wealth and income), whilst degrowth seeks to reduce inequality, sharing national and global income more fairly.
5. Recessions typically lead to austerity in which public goods and services suffer, degrowth looks to “decommodify” foundational goods.
6. Degrowth advocates rapid transition to renewable energy and reversal of ecological breakdown, recession typically cause such policy to be abandoned based on short term overriding concern to “get growth going”. 
Clearly, degrowth and similar projects may be our best alternative to unplanned socioeconomic breakdown as the century progresses. Much of the onus for this change lies with the wealthiest countries, since they are responsible for the vast majority of resource use (either directly in domestic use or indirectly based on outsourced supply chains etc.). This is a subject that advocates of degrowth explore, but the mechanics of this and many of the main issues are not the subject of The Case for Degrowth. It is not intended as a detailed programmatic book in that sense. The book does acknowledge there is one world with different lived experiences around that world, but does not develop systematically how degrowth might differ because of that difference based on place and placing i.e. how geography and socio-economic location within systems matter to outcomes, responsibility and scope for alternatives. For inquiring readers there is more to be said here regarding the merits or otherwise of capitalist “development” and again Hickel’s work is a good place to start with this subject.28
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