Only Degrowth Can Prevent Ecological and Economic Collapse 
Remblance, 3-7-2022, "Degrowth is Not Recession. Nor is it Austerity.," resilience, https://www.resilience.org/stories/2022-03-07/degrowth-is-not-recession-nor-is-it-austerity/
The term “Degrowth” does have a negative connotation for some, presumably those that are unaware of the ecological crisis, or those who are concerned about such people embracing the concept. But, for those who are aware of the urgency with which we must act if we are to avoid activating catastrophic tipping points, the concept of Degrowth can hit like a breath of fresh air: pure relief that there may be a way to avoid some of the worst outcomes of a warming planet. This is because the future doesn’t look like today. There is no path to continuing to grow the economy and the material footprint that cannot be decoupled from that economy and everything will be ok. Whichever direction we choose, “the future will be a radical departure from the present”. The best science is telling us that we either implement planned degrowth or we face a very real risk of ecological and societal collapse.If we are honest, it’s not the term “degrowth” that people don’t like, it’s what it means: we must  reduce our material footprint so that we are no longer living as though we have two, three, four or five planet earths. The lifestyles of wealthy nations are not sustainable – we are transgressing seven of the nine planetary boundaries already, of which climate change and biodiversity loss are only two. We’ve been consuming ecological resources and services that, if distributed fairly, should belong to people in other nations and to future generations, including our own children. It’s a huge failure of leadership that we’ve been able to live outside of the planetary boundaries for so long – not to mention the fact that further economic growth continues to be the mission of every major government around the world. We must face into this issue and not simply pretend it isn’t happening. Changing the term won’t change what we need to do, and we cannot take our focus off what needs to be done: we are living beyond the means of the planet and it’s time to reign it in. The good news is that by actively degrowing wealthy economies we can focus on the things in life that matter, for example: family, friendships, learning, creativity, nature, physical activity and rest. The things that actually do make us happier, because more and more “stuff” does not. We will wind down polluting industries, optimize our finite resources so that they are being used to meet needs and not wants (or merely thrown away), reduce waste via the elimination of planned obsolescence, focus on “usage” rather than “ownership” and increase the resources devoted to recycling. We will begin to live in harmony with the planet, and not actively against it.Ultimately, if we are genuinely concerned about people suffering we cannot justify continuing to grow the economies of wealthy nations any longer. Billions of people are already suffering under this economic system, and climate change will only exacerbate this further. That is because there is no path to reducing fossil fuel use each year in wealthy nations to achieve the science-based climate change targets while continuing to increase our energy use. We must deploy ‘demand-side’ solutions as well as supply-side solutions if we are to achieve the seemingly impossible task ahead of us. It can be a bitter pill to swallow for those who have embraced – and likely benefited from – growth-based economics, but we must acknowledge that it’s time to change our economic system and degrow the economies of wealthy nations. The very future of human civilisation depends on it.
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