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This essay is about care. It proposes a political vision to move towards a care-centred society that will allow the flourishing of everyone while keeping the planet inhabitable and thriving. For this utopian horizon that we name an ecology of care, we propose the creation of a Basic Income system that is constituted outside of and beyond the realm of the nation-state, as a means of changing humanity’s relationship to itself and transitioning from capitalism to a commons-based society. It argues for a dis-embedding of work—and the time allocated to it—from money, through a refor1 This essay was prepared for a keynote lecture given by the authors in August 2019 at the 19th World Basic Income Congress held in Hyderabad, India. 30 SOCIETY REGISTER 2022 / VOL. 6, NO. 3. mulation of the production of money in the form of an income distributed as an equal share to all those who are part of the planetary commons. Finally, it connects this Basic Income proposal with degrowth as a radical and necessary reformulation of society that considers its ecological roots and replaces the obsession with endless economic growth with the principle of taking care of people. This paper argues that if we are to fundamentally revert the crisis of today and create this ecology, there are three simultaneous transformations to start: (1). Money Commons: which means the re-appropriation of the money system outside the realm of the state and banks and into the commons, where value is created and wealth is defined, reproduced, shared and maintained by all those who participate in the reproduction of the commons, beyond the borders of nation-states. (2). Degrowth: in order to encourage self-reliance for all within planetary boundaries, a money system which is alive and hence decays when it is not used is proposed as the basis for the creation of a different type of money, made itself with a different set of values. Creating ecologies of money means bringing diversity to the monetary ecosystem as a way of healing the harm done by today’s money monoculture, where money is created as a form of a debt with an interest on people’s time by private banks and states. Making money alive aims at creating money within and for the commons to have the life needed for them to achieve a viable economic alternative. (3). Pluriversal Basic Income: recentering our awareness on care as the source of the value in work—which decouples labor from income or wage slavery from people’s time—can be achieved through the distribution of a Basic Income given to people unconditionally, just because they exist. This formulation of a Basic Income offers a different epistemic base from nation-state proposals, and it can be a tool for the emergence of new political projects and social forms. Politically, the pluriverse is a weaving together of different forms of knowing, imaginations and practices of freedom organized democratically as a confederation in order to transcend the nation-state
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