Indonesia control’s the world’s nickel – it’s growing. 
Economist 7-05 [Economist; 7-05-23; "New technology could cement Indonesia’s dominance of vital nickel"; ; https://www.economist.com/science-and-technology/2023/07/05/new-technology-could-cement-indonesias-dominance-of-vital-nickel; Accessed 7-20-2023; ARy]
Now a new resource boom is under way. Indonesia is already the world’s biggest producer of nickel, a metal that is—among other uses—vital for building high-performance batteries. Demand for those is expected to increase hugely as demand for electric cars ramps up. Helped by new technologies for extracting nickel from the soil, Indonesia is planning big production increases (see chart). Macquarie Group, an Australian financial firm, thinks that by 2025 the country could supply 60% of the world’s nickel, up from around half today. Most of the world’s nickel, including that mined in Indonesia, comes from laterite ores. These, in turn, come in two sorts, limonite and saprolite. Saprolite, which contains higher concentrations of nickel, is well-suited for processing in a device known as a rotary kiln electric furnace (rkef). This melts the ore at more than 1,500°C, producing a compound of nickel and iron called nickel pig iron (npi), much of which is in turn used to produce stainless steel. But by injecting sulphur into the npi to displace the iron, a higher-purity product, nickel matte, can be produced that is suitable for batteries. That approach has two drawbacks. The first is that it is energy-intensive. In Indonesia, that energy usually comes from coal-fired power stations built near the mines. Coal is cheap and reliable, but produces plenty of greenhouse gases. With Western electric-car makers such as Tesla keen to tout the green credentials of their products, that is a big concern. 
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