Vote neg to affirm a radical passivity – this creates a line of flight away from competition and acceleration, forming the basis of a new solidarity and revolution which will destroy semiocapitalism.
Bifo 17 (Franco “Bifo” Berardi, Professor of Social History of Communication at the Accademia di Belle Arti of Milan, “Futurability: The Age of Impotence and the Horizon of Possibility”, 2017, pg. 68-69)
In their late work What Is Philosophy?, Deleuze and Guattari reconsider desire from the point of view of ageing. After a discussion of ageing and of friendship in the conclusion of the book, subtitled ‘From Chaos to the Brain’, they say that at a certain moment one perceives the suffering of the universe, chaos, and the surrounding acceleration that blurs perception, attention and understanding. The universe is too fast for the aged brain to elaborate it. This is the dark side of desire: the technical world that we have created in an age of youthful energy is now too fast and too complex for the human mind to control. In his last book, Chaosmosis, Guattari speaks of the chaosmic spasm: the perception that we are no longer able to follow the rhythm of chaosmotic desire. Physical, affective and historical events are slowing the pace of the brain as mind, and in the dissonance between the speed of the world and the slowness of the mind there is a suffering, which is the dark side of desire. But desire is not only energy and speed. It’s also the ability to find another rhythm. Here I am not only contemplating a problem of ageing, I’m talking about the art of politics, about the art of changing our conceptual frame. We must abandon the point of view of productivity, the expectation of acquisition and of control. We must assume, instead, the point of view of laziness and self-care. We must transform impotence into a line of flight away from the universe of competition. We may discover that being exhausted is not so bad. How do we deal with the problem of exhaustion? Inscribing the reality of death in the political agenda. Transforming decline into a lifestyle of solidarity. The senile generation of Europe may become the subject of a cultural revolution aimed to prepare Western society for a redistribution of wealth and resources. Such a cultural revolution should start with a critique of the cult of energetic youth that permeates modern culture. The ideology of unbounded growth and aggressive competition has underpinned the two pillars of capitalist development; they have nourished the romantic and nationalist ideologies that have aggressively mobilized Western society in late modern times. We need a senile approach to the problem of the future. The cult of competition must be replaced by the cult of solidarity and of sharing. I concede that this prospect seems very unlikely at present. The European population seems determined to defend its privilege with all the means at its disposal. However, this stance cannot bring anything good with it and is already bringing a lot of evil. Young people escaping hard conditions are surrounding Fortress Europe. They bear with them the unconscious memory of centuries of exploitation and humiliation, as well as the conscious expectation of those things that advertising and global ideology have lately promised them. Over the past decades, Europe seemed the continent of peace and social justice. Now it is sinking under a wave of sadness and cynicism. Young people seem unable to alter the social conditions and are wandering in a social labyrinth devoid of solidarity or peace. The senile population could, then, be the bearer of a new hope, if they are able to face the inevitable with an easy soul. They may discover something that humankind has never known: the love of the aged, the sensuous slowness of those who no longer expect any good to come from life except wisdom. This is the wisdom of those who have seen much, forgotten nothing, but still look at everything with innocent curiosity.
Source: K - SemioCap - Michigan Classic 2023 CGO · Michigan · 2023




