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 Here, very briefly, are two sketches of alternative accounts of racial exploitation. First, sometimes people use the term "racial exploitation" just to refer to exploitation of 'the subordinate races' by 'the dominant race.' In fact, this is what Mills seems to mean by "racial exploitation" in earlier work. In The Racial Contract, he writes, "The whole point of establishing a moral hierarchy and juridically partitioning the polity according to race is to secure and legitimate the privileging of those individuals designated as white/persons and the exploitation of those individuals designated as nonwhite/subpersons." 8 ' The white/non-white bifurcation corresponds to the division between the exploiters and the exploited. This is a global bifurcation, since Europe grew wealthy through slavery and colonization, and a national bifurcation, since white settlers grew wealthy through land expropriation and slavery. Here, Mills does not distinguish between standard capitalist exploitation and racial exploitation. Instead, he is arguing that standard capitalist exploitation is racial exploitation. Yet another account of racial exploitation might refer to something much more specific. It could begin, for example, with an account of racial formation, explaining how racial categories are reproduced and transformed, how they structure social space, and how people inhabit them. Within such a framework, one could develop a theory of racial power and powerlessness. Formal legal restrictions have largely been replaced by social rules about who belongs where, who is entitled to what, and what behavior is proper or acceptable for whom. Relative to particular contexts, and the norms that dominate in those contexts, people wield a particular kind of power or are particularly vulnerable because of their racial designations.
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